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Upcoming Events 
Unless noted, all events 
are held at the  
National Archives 
400 West Pershing Road 
Kansas City, MO 64108 

 

¶ JUNE 9 - 6:30 P.M.  

FILM SCREENING: THE 

POWERBROKER: 

WHITNEY YOUNGõS 

FIGHT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS 

WITH GWEN GRANT 

 

¶ JUNE 15 - 6:30 P.M. 

FILM SCREENING: 

UNIQUELY NASTY: THE 

U.S. GOVERNMENTõS 

WAR ON GAYS WITH 

POST-FILM PANEL 

DISCUSSION 

 

¶ JUNE 25 - 8:00 A.M. 

EDUCATION WORKSHOP 

WITH HISTORYPIN* 

 

¶ JUNE 28 - 6:30 P.M. 

AUTHOR LECTURE: THE 

NAZI TITANIC WITH DR. 

ROBERT WATSON 

 

* DONOTES EVENT IS OFF 

SITE. 

National Archives to Screen The Powerbroker:  
Whitney Youngõs Fight for Civil Rights 

 
On Thursday, June 9 at 6:30 p.m., the National Archives at Kansas City will screen the 
documentary The Powerbroker: Whitney Youngõs Fight for Civil Rights. Post-film discussion will 
be led by Gwen Grant, President and CEO of the Urban League. A free light reception will 
precede the film at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Civil rights leader Whitney Young, Jr. has no national 
holiday bearing his name. You will not find him in most 
history books. In fact, few today know his name, much 
less his accomplishments. Yet, he was at the heart of the 
civil rights movement ð an inside man who broke down 
the barriers that held back African Americans. Young 
shook the right hands, made the right deals, and 
opened the doors of opportunity that had been locked 
tightly through the centuries. Unique among black 
leaders, the one-time executive director of the 
National Urban League took the fight directly to the 
powerful white elite, gaining allies in business and 
government. In the Oval Office, Young advised 
Presidents Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon, and guided 
each along a path toward historic change.  
 
The Powerbroker follows Young as he shuttles between 
the streets of Harlem and the boardrooms of Fortune 
500 companies, tying the needs of Main Street to the interests of Wall Street. The film 
shows the pivotal events of the civil rights era - Brown v. Board of Education, the March on 
Washington for Jobs and Freedom, and the Vietnam War - through the eyes of a man 
striving to change the established powers in a way no one else could, from within. This 
program is part of a film series presented in partnership with the Greater Kansas City Black 
History Study Group.  
 
To make a reservation for this free film program email kansascity.educate@nara.gov or 
call 816-268-8010. Requests for ADA accommodations must be submitted five business 
days prior to events. 

 

Please Pardon Our Dust! 
 

Starting June 2, 2016, the National Archives at Kansas City will 
begin updating and upgrading public exhibit galleries and 
hospitality areas. The galleries will re-open in July 2016 to 
feature a new educational learning center and an introductory 
exhibition titled òWe the People.ó 
  
During renovation work the Research Rooms will be open for 
regular business hours for researchers. In addition public programs 
will continue to be offered. The National Archives normal business 
hours are Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
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Dr. Robert P. Watson to Discuss The Nazi Titanic:  
The Incredible Untold Story of a Doomed Ship in World War II 

 

On Tuesday, June 28 at 6:30 p.m., the National Archives at Kansas City will host Dr. Robert P. Watson for a 
discussion of his book The Nazi Titanic: The Incredible Untold Story of a Doomed Ship in World War II. A free light reception 
will precede the program at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Built in 1927, the German ocean liner SS Cap Arcona was the greatest ship since 
the RMS Titanic and one of the most celebrated luxury liners in the world. When 
the Nazis seized control in Germany, the ship was stripped down for use as a 
floating barracks and troop transport. Later, during World War II, Hitlerõs 
minister, Joseph Goebbels cast her as the òstaró in his epic propaganda film 
about the sinking of the legendary Titanic. The German navy used the Cap 
Arcona to transport German soldiers and civilians across the Baltic, away from 
the Red Armyõs advance. In the Third Reichõs final days, the ill-fated ship was 
packed with thousands of concentration camp prisoners. Without adequate 
water, food, or sanitary facilities, prisoners suffered, and many died, as they 
waited for the end of the war. Just days before Germany surrendered on May 
8, 1945, the Cap Arcona was mistakenly bombed by the British Royal Air Force, 
and nearly all of the prisoners were killed in the last major tragedy of the 
Holocaust and one of historyõs worst maritime disasters. Although the British 
government sealed many documents pertaining to the shipõs sinking, Watson has unearthed forgotten records, 
conducting interviews, referencing over 100 sources, including diaries and oral histories, to expose this story. This 
program is presented in partnership with UMKC Truman Center; Midwest Center for Holocaust Education; and the Harry S. 
Truman Presidential Library and Museum.  
 

To make a reservation for this free program email kansascity.educate@nara.gov or call 816-268-8010. Requests for 
ADA accommodations must be submitted five business days prior to events. 

Uniquely Nasty and the Pursuit of Equality Film and Panel Discussion 
 

On Wednesday, June 15 at 6:30 p.m., the National Archives at Kansas City will screen the documentary film  
Uniquely Nasty: The U.S. Governmentõs War on Gays. It will be followed by a panel discussion with equality policy 
advocates. A free light reception will precede the film at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Uniquely Nasty explores a dark and little-known chapter of Americaõs recent political past, when gays and lesbians 
were barred from working for the U.S. federal government. Through its òsex deviatesó program, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) secretly collected hundreds of thousands of files on the sex lives of American citizens. The film 
includes never-before-seen government memos from FBI director J. Edgar Hoover and John Steele, a top lawyer for the 
U.S. Civil Service Commission asserting that gays were ònot suitableó for federal employment. Uniquely Nasty is a 
Yahoo News documentary film produced by Michael Isikoff and Alan Springer.  
 

Following the screening of the film a panel discussion will 
be moderated by Christopher Leitch with representatives 
from the Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce and 
Promoting Equality for All Missourians (PROMO).  
 

To make a reservation for this free film program email 
kansascity.educate@nara.gov or call 816-268-8010. 
Requests for ADA accommodations must be submitted five 
business days prior to events. 
  
This program presented in partnership with the Gay and 
Lesbian Archives of Mid-America at the University of 
Missouri ð Kansas City; the Greater Kansas City Chamber 
of Commerce; and Promoting Equality for All Missourians 
(PROMO).   
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Extras for Educators  
 

Historypin, the National World War I Museum and Memorial, and the National Archives 
Present a WWI App User-Design Workshop for Educators 

The National Archives has teamed with Historypin, the National WWI Museum and Memorial, the Smithsonian, the 
Library of Congress and a growing number of cultural 
heritage partners to develop an engaging WWI website 
and tablet app to dynamically highlight WWI content, 
inviting people nationwide to contribute their own stories 
and play a part in the centennial commemoration of the 
First World War. Building on an amazing moving image archive being digitized and preserved especially for the 
centennial, a flood of rarely seen, public domain images and films will encourage discovery and creative reuse. 

Teachers and educators are invited to a free workshop the morning of Saturday, June 25, at the National WWI 
Museum and Memorialõs Edward Jones Research Center. Those attending will get an early, behind the scenes look at 
the alpha version of the app, with the aim of exploring realistic scenarios for how the app and its growing set of rich 
primary source materials can be used in a classroom setting. This is an opportunity to influence how the National WWI 

App will be used in classrooms across the country and in Europe.  

Historypin, the app developer, will be onsite to lead this small user design 
workshop and record critical feedback in preparation for the appõs beta release 
at the beginning of the 2016-2017 school year.  

As the centenary of the United Statesõ entering the Great War approaches, it 
becomes all the more important that students understand and acknowledge an 

event that spurred on such momentous change on a global scale. Educator experiences are invaluable to helping shape 
how the public might experience and share some of our nationõs most interesting WWI content starting in late 2016.  

If you are a teacher interested in 1:1 learning or working with iPads, being part of the design process, or would like to 
provide design input based on your in-class experience, we encourage you to join us for this fun and engaging 
workshop! 
 
 
 

Additional workshop details:  
 

¶ Date and time: Saturday, June 25 at 9:00 a.m. - Noon 

 

¶ Location: National World War I Museum and Memorial, 100 West 26th Street, Kansas City, MO 

 

¶ Coffee, snacks, and lunch will be provided. 

 

¶ Registration is free, but limited; please make a reservation by emailing     
      kansascity.educate@nara.gov or calling 816-268-8010. Educators will be asked to identify  
      their school and district name with registration. 
 

¶ The app is optimized for iPads for its initial iteration; if you have your own iPad,  please bring  

      it. If instead you have a laptop, please plan to use it. Using your own hardware is not required  
      for registration, but is encouraged. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.archives.gov
http://www.historypin.org/
https://www.theworldwar.org/
mailto:kansascity.educate@nara.gov


New Finding Aid Available at the National Archives 
 

The National Archives at Kansas City is excited to 
share the completion of a large scale indexing 
project. In 2008, two volunteers, Judy Oakley and 
Esther Shelton, began data entry work for the 208 
box series òDuplicate Copies of Receipts for Land 
Entries and Cash Sales, 1818-1908 (NAID 
5708655).ó  
 
The handwritten receipts indicate completion of a 
variety of documentation, such as affidavits of 
preemption, applications for purchase, declaratory 
statements, and contested claims related to private 
entry and cash sale cases. Information found on 
each receipt could include name of the entryman, 
date of transaction, legal description of the tract, 
name of the Register and/or Receiver, and nature 
of request made. Additionally, there is occasional 
correspondence found with receipts regarding land 
disputes and inquiries about necessary 
qualifications to apply for land grants. The records 
were originally created and maintained by a 
variety of land offices in Missouri cities, including: 
Springfield, Franklin, Lexington, Fayette, Jackson, 
Milan, Palmyra, Plattsburg, St. Louis, Boonville, and 
Ironton.  
 
After nearly eight years of hard work, Oakley 
completed the final index entry on April 26!  There 
are 98,088 entries in total, and researchers are 
already putting the completed index to good use. 
Researchers interested in Missouri land records can 
email kansascity.archives@nara.gov to learn more. 

 

 

 

Right: Receipt for Jeremiah Brown from the Jackson 
(Missouri) Land Office dated November 19, 1834. 
Record Group 49, Bureau of Land Management, 
Duplicate Copies of Receipts for Land Entries and 
Cash Sales, 1818-1908 (NAID 5708655). 

Above: Receipt for Rosina M.C. Johnson from the 
Palmyra (Missouri) Land Office dated August 27, 
1834.  Record Group 49, Bureau of Land 
Management, Duplicate Copies of Receipts for Land 
Entries and Cash Sales, 1818-1908 (NAID 5708655). 
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